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A preliminary Ecological Appraisal is aimed at identifying the key ecological issues that are associated with a site. This approach is recommended where a planning application is to be made. They should generally be undertaken in the early design stages of a project or prior to land or site acquisition, the appraisal will identify constraints or potential opportunities that may impact future development. 





Furthermore an understanding of the ecological issues on site will help to ensure that the project is not delayed. 





Halletec Environmental preliminary Ecological Appraisals methodology follows industry best practice and is in accordance with the IEEM Professional Guidance series No.9 Guidance for Ecological Report Writing and Professional Guidance Series No.10 Guidance on Metadata Standards: Reporting, Sharing and Archiving Ecological Data. Our methodology comprises of:





Site visit and extended Phase I Habitat Survey to map habitats and evaluate the potential for protected or notable species to inhabit the area;


Comprehensive Desktop Biological Records search (e.g. statutory site designations, biological records search)


Review of contextual information including National and Local Planning Policies and Biodiversity Action Plans


A detailed report evaluating the methodology and a discussion of all significant issues


Recommendation of the potential mitigation or wildlife enhancement measures, where possible
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